Power of the Mind
Trying to estimate when the
serve will reach her hands, Lori
Rutcha prepares to send a bul-
let back to the Green Devils.
Valerie George strives to volley
the ball back to St. Pete's side of
the net. The Tornadoes
whipped the Green Devils at
the away game on October 28.
For a second, the crowd was
silent while the server
neatly lobbed the ball over the
net. This scene occurred often
in a volleyball season.
The Lady Tornadoes played
an outstanding season with a fi-
nal record of 22-4. This sensa-
tional score could be attributed
to the team's intelligence and
unity on the court. "I felt we
made the most of our poten-
tial," summarized Coach Anne
Balderson.
The girl's superior volleyball
skills brought them victories
throughout the season. They
then continued their winning
tradition by winning at the
Conference match at District
against Pinellas Park.
Although somewhat disap-
pointed at not making it to
State because of a loss to Bran-
don at Regionals, Coach Bal-
derson stated, "I believe our
achievements were greater
than expected."
Each year brings along with
it a few changes. A major ad-
justment for the team was get-
ting accustomed to relying on
intelligence rather than sheer
power.
Despite this radical alteration
of team attitude toward their
matches, they felt it was a
successful season. Captain
B.J. McCauley and co-cap-
tains Lori Rutcha and Valerie
George fired up the team and
once again captured the Pin-
ellas County Conference Ti-
tle.
Storming through their
season leaving a trail of de-
feated teams behind them,
the girl's volleyball team
banded together for a season
of success. ?
By Kelly Palms

Opponent                        CHS
Clw. Central Catholic          W
Tampa Catholic                    L
Pinellas Park                        L
Northeast                            W
Lakewood                            W
Dunedin                              W
Countryside                         W
Boca Ciega                          W
Seminole                             W
Osceola                                W
Clw. Central Catholic           W
Largo                                  W
Gibbs                                  W
Dixie Hollins                       W
Tampa Catholic                  W
St. Petersburg                     W
Deerfield                             W
Westminster                        W
Cardinal Gibbons                 L
Dist. Tournament
Gulf                                W
Countryside                     W
Pinellas Park                   W
Regional Tournament
Brandon                           L
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